have had made track entrance more fikely fo- . polyphenus.

Submitted by RICHARD M. ENGEMAN, National Wildlife
* Research Center, 4101 LaPorte Ave. Fors Collins, Colorada 80521
2154, USA {e-mail: richard.m. 2 aphis.usda,gov):

America to narthern Argentina. The southem two-{hinds of this
range s occupied by its largest member, Kinosternion scorpioides.
of which various regional subspecics hive been described based
upon head and plastron coloration, extent of carination of the cara-

HENRY T. SMITH, Florida Deparment of Enviroamental Pro-
ection, Florida Park Scrvice, 1379% $.E. Federal Highway. Hobe
Sound, Florida 13455, USA: and GREGORY S. KAUFMANN,
Florida Department of Enviranmental Protection, Savannus Pre-
serve State Park. 9551 Gumbo LimbalL h, Florida

pace. and adult size (Exmst and Rarbour 1989,
Turtles of the World, Smithsonian Inst. Press, Washingion DC.
313 pp.). The natural history of this species is not well known: its
penchant for turbid shaliow water, including anthropogenic habi-
tats. outside of rain forests in northern South America is noted in

34957, USA.

o TECTIFERA (South ri k ked
Turile). COPULATION. The freshwater chelid turtle Hyorome-
dusa rectifera s distributed in rivers and streams of nontheastem
Argeating, Paraguay, eustem and southeastern Brazil, and part of
Uruguay (Cei 1993, Mus, Reg. Sci. Nat. Torino Monogr. 14). The
province of Cérdoba (central Argentina) is home 1o a popalation
thrat is isolated from the species’ core distribution area and inhab-
i1s streams in the central region of the Sierras (Cabrera 1998, Las
Tortugas Continentales de Sudamérica Austral. Privately printed,
Cordobs, Argentina, 108 pp.J. We report observations of
copulation of this species in two streams ia Cordoba, In all obser-
vations, males were on 1op of females. grabbing them with fhe
front and reur claws by the carapece cdac. and eontinuously biring
the central region of the neck. Males folded the tail to have it closer
tothe tail of the female. Copulation Lasted fess than 60 minutes on
i Femal

the most of the species to dute (Pritchard and
Trebbau 1984, The Turtles of Venezuela. SSAR Contrib, Herpetol.
No. 2. 403 pp. + 47 color plates + 16 maps).

On 11 Navember 1999 six specimens of K. scorpioides were
found in a roadside pool and in & ropdside ditch between Mariseal
‘Estigarribia, Depto. Boguerdn, and Parque Nacional Defensores.
del Chaco, Dept. Alto Paragusy. Paraguay. The GPS coordinmes
arc 21729885, 58°52736" W and 21°11'184°S, S0°45 1887W.
“The first individual was seen from a moving vehicle s it sat mo-
tioness, possibly basking, on the far embankment of the pool at
1115h. upon my approach, quickly
upwards, sway from the water, towards the dense, spiny vegeti-
tion locally known as “chafiar™ consisring of various species of
Bromelia, Dyckia, and Aechmea. More than 2 h later, in a roadside
ditch stretching 10 the horizon, movement seen from tie vehicle
prompled investigation. Within 2 minutes, hree searchers found
5 K. scorpioides (2 males, 2 fermales, | juvenile) in water no desper
than 30 cm. As they were pursued, fwo of the rurtles cmerged
from the water body, climbed the embankment, and moved to-

allthree

which 5. The Jati

a1 2000 h on 11 October 2003 (spring) in Toro Muerto stream
(31°23.5°5,64°35.8'W). The specimens (carapace length 243 mrm,
male; 237 mim, femple} were submerged 5t a depth of 40 can, in &
river section with sandy substrate, at @ waler temperature of 16.5°C
and air termperature af 10°C. On 4 August 2006 (winter), we made
o second obsesvation. at 2015 h in Toro Muerto stream (31°22.7S.
£4°36.3W). The specimens {carapace length 264.6 mm, male:
256.9 mum, female) were submerged at a depth of 30 em, on &
rocky, well vegetated subsirate. Water temperature was 9°C and
air temperature 3.5°C, The thind observation was made in Tanti
stream (31°21.2'S: 64733.9'W) ax 1920 h on 5 September 2006
{winter). The specimens (cartpace length 240 mum, male; 25).2
i, female) were submerged at u depth of 80 cm, on a rocky bed
with sand and submerged aquatic vegetation, Water and aif tem-

wards the adj ‘hafiar. The larger male and onc female bore
several ticks in the soft parts of their anterior portions, whereas
the juvenile’s carapace had a densé growth of algae,

The 10 be few li rds of aguatic turtles (i.e.,

o lasgely live and feed i

sccking immediate refuge away from the water. In this case, the
spiny vegetation may have offered better protection from pred
tors than did the ogen, shallow water,

Terrestrial ref d
chelontans elswhere in the Gran Chaco, in most of which there is
o permanent surface water. In January 1987 and 1988, 7 of 26
specimens of Acanthochelrs palidipecioris wore found bencath
broad leaves of living bromeliads on dry land during the rainy
season in nearby nonthern Argeniine, in the vicinity of abundant,
seasonal shallow bodies of  (Monguillot and Fabius 1993.
Bol. Soc. Zool. Uruguay 2nda #poca 8:196-203). The seeking of

e i :

peraiures were 17°C and 20°C. respectively.
s one of the least documented reprile specics in Argenting, espe-
cinlly conceming aspecis of its ecology. This is appareatly the
irst description of copulation of this species in the wild,

Subinited by JULIAN LESCANO, MARCELO BONINO.
and GERARDO C. LEYNAUD, Ceatro de Zoologia Aplicads,
Facilltad de Ciencias Exactas. Fisicas y Naurales. Universidad
Nacional de Cérdaba, Roadesu 798, CC 122, Chrdoba (S000)
Argentina (e-mail [GCLY: gleynaud@efn.uncoredu)

KINOSTERNON SCORPIGIDES (Scorpion Mud Turtke), BE-
HAVIOR. Semiaquatic mud twrtles (genus Kinosteraon) are
broadly distributed in o variety of habitats from easiern North

refease
risd chelonian in the region, A.
n shallow water has been re-
006, Manoaria 9[23):26-32).
wary 2002

IRK, San Antonio Neighbor-
onal Blvdl, Oakland, Califor-

OLcom.

by the third species of nor
nacracephala, following
cently documented by Mo
This observation took pla

Submitted by JAMES R, BL S|

hood Heslth Center, 10
nia 93501, USA; e-mail: ==

‘. Ridley Seaturtle). DEVEL-
- Rifley Seaturtle is unique be-
1 in Tamaulipas, Mexico
dayin large groups called

LEPIDOCHELYS KEMPI!
OPMENTAL HABITAT.

cause it nests primari
(Rancho Nuevo), and it nz




